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17th December 21 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Following on from the letter this morning, we have adjusted our risk 
assessments to include the following: 
 
1. Reducing infection brought into the school setting by more 
rigorous identification and testing of contacts and more frequent 
testing  
 
Close Contacts  
 
Household  
For pupils and staff members we recommend that household contacts 
are asked to take a PCR test and isolate until the result is known. If the 
test is negative and the individual has no signs of symptoms we would 
recommend that they return to school and if over the age of 5 continue to 
carry out daily lateral flow testing for 7 days, only attending school if the 
test result is negative. 
 
If school is concerned that close contacts are not being followed up by 
NHS Test and Trace, we will send out a warn and inform letter to alert 
parents that their child is a close contact and to follow advice on testing. 
 
Primary School Contact  
We recommend that anyone identified as a close contact of a school 
case undertakes a PCR test.  If pupils have no signs of symptoms they 
can attend school while awaiting results. If the test is negative and the 
individual has no signs of symptoms we would recommend that they 
return to school and if over the age of 5 continue to carry out daily lateral 
flow testing for 7 days, only attending school if the test result is negative. 
 
Again, if school is concerned that close contacts are not being followed 
up by NHS Test and Trace, we will send out a warn and inform letter to 
alert parents that their child is close contact and to follow advice on 
testing. 
 
2.  Ensure windows are open in the classroom to facilitate good 
ventilation, as much as is practicable.  This will mean in the winter 



 

 

months, classrooms will feel colder.  We still expect pupils to wear school 
uniform but by all means provide an extra fleece for them to wear in 
class if you so wish.  Children will always have the option to wear coats if 
they are really cold. 
 
3.  Reduce mixing between year groups and classes as much as 
possible to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19.  This means 
whole school assemblies will be virtual.   
 
4.  Limit visitors to the school and consider carefully whether events 
that bring parents into the school can be managed safely or should 
return to online.  
 
5.  Carefully consider whether educational trips and residential 
visits should go ahead. This is especially important because being on 
transport together for long periods, and/or sharing overnight 
accommodation, increases the chance of transmitting Covid-19. Any 
visits out of school that are deemed essential will be to Covid-secure 
premises only.  
 
6.  Enhanced cleaning – with attention in particular to high touch point 
areas. 
 
7. Face coverings - Parents encouraged to wear face coverings on 
school site  
 
 
With the best will in the world, we can only plan on what information we 
have at that moment in time.  There is a very strong possibility that 
school will be issued with additional guidance over the Christmas 
holidays.  This may mean that I will need to contact you again before we 
return to school on Tuesday 4th January.   
 
 
Last letter this term I promise! 
 
Mrs Mitchinson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

       
 


