
Vocabulary 

current The direction a river flows in. 

delta The triangular-shaped mouth of a river. 

erosion 
Where the land is worn away by the action of 
the river. 

estuary 
An estuary is an area where a freshwater river 
or stream meets the ocean. 

floodplain 
The area of flat land around a river which 
floods when the river gets too full and bursts 
its banks. 

meander A winding curve or bend in a river. 

mouth 
Part of a river where it meets another natural 
source of water. 

riverbank The land at either side of a river. 

source The place where a river starts. 

tributary A river or stream that flows into a larger river. 

waterfall 
Water that falls from a higher to a lower level 
along a river.   

Important Rivers 

Tees 
The river that runs through Middlesbrough and Stock-
ton. 

Tyne The river that runs through Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Wear The river that runs through Sunderland and Durham. 

Thames 
The river that London, the capital of England, is built 
around. 

Forth 
The river that Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, is 
built around. 

Taff 
The river that Cardiff, the capital of Wales, is built 
around. 

Lagan 
The river that Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, 
is built around. 

Severn 
The longest river (220 miles) in the United Kingdom 
(UK). 

High Force waterfall is 
part of the River 

Tees—it drops 21 me-
tres! 

Year 3 Autumn 2 Remarkable Rivers 

Human Features of a River 

Archimedes 
Screw 

A device to move water upwards.  Named after the 
Greek Mathematician. 

Barrage 
Used to control the flow of a river, preventing flooding 
and the effects of tidal change. 

Bridge A raised road or platform for crossing a river. 

Ferry 
A boat to carry passengers from one side of a river to 
the other. 

Pier 
A platform made of wood or concrete, which extends 
into the river. 



Valuable Visits: 

High Force  Tees Barrage  

Transporter Bridge Yarm   

Preston Park 

 

Wonderful Websites: 

 https://canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/tees/content/

articles/2009/01/15/

tees_bridges_feature.shtml 

 https://science.lovetoknow.com/water-
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