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Vocabulary 

Bacteria  
Microscopic, single-celled organisms that thrive 
in diverse environments. These organisms can 
live in soil, the ocean and inside the human gut. 

Black Death  
The Black Death was an epidemic of plague, a 
disease caused by the bacterium. 

bubonic 

A type of plague which is found in the groin, 
armpit or neck, it is about the size of a chicken 
egg, tender and firm to the touch and causes 
fever, chills and headache. 

Charges 

Any emblem on a shield. This may be a 
symmetrical design or a symbolic 
representation of a person, animal, plant, 
object or other device. 

Coat of Arms 
A visual design on a shield and helmet that 
traditionally belongs to an individual person, 
family or country. 

Feudal System 

A simple but effective means of medieval 
government in which the king rented land to 
barons, who provided him knights and taxes. 
 

Heraldry 
The way in which families and knights could be 
identified through the use of symbols and signs, 
either on banners or shields. 

Knight 
A man who served his king or lord as a 
mounted soldier in armour. 

Microscopic 
So small as to be visible only with a microscope. 
 

Organism 
An individual animal, plant, or single-celled life 
form. 

Peasants A poor person or worker. 

Pestilence A disease that will cause death.  

Plague 
A serious bacterial infection that is transmitted 
primarily by fleas. 

                              
Symptoms 

Physical or mental conditions which indicated 
disease (e.g buboes, runny nose, fever). 

 

 

How did the plague spread?                                                               

Some doctors blamed poisonous air, which they said infected 

people. Others blamed farm animals for carrying the plague. 

However, the plague was actually spread by RATS.  

How did rats spread the plague?                                                            

The rats carried fleas, which carried bacteria. The fleas passed on 

the bacteria to people by biting them. Humans infested each other 

by coughing and sneezing. This caused the plague to spread 

extremely quickly.  

 
What happened during the plague?                                                     

The plague could wipe out the population of a town within weeks. 

By the end of 1665, 100,000 people had died in London. When a 

household became infected the house was sealed, which meant 

nobody could leave or enter the building. This meant people would 

die. Any house where there was plague, were marked with a red 

cross on the front door, along with the words ‘Lord have mercy on 

us.’ 

 

How did the plague end?                                                                        

The Great Plague in London lasted until the Autumn of 1666. A 

very cold spell of weather killed off the fleas and bacteria. Also, in 

1966, the Great Fire of London destroyed many of the rat-infested 

buildings. This stopped the spread of the plague. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.thinglink.com/scene/586072787395805186&psig=AOvVaw1vVtXfW0IHCRTkZuU9OOSs&ust=1606485177050000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDQq-mtoO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.mapsland.com/europe/in-high-resolution-detailed-political-map-of-europe-with-the-marks-of-capitals-large-cities-and-names-of-countries-1972&psig=AOvVaw1LXCIogQhWYH4SPu96jv5i&ust=1606841726953000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDVgIXequ0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABBH
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