
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vocabulary 

biometrics The use of information about 
someone’s body such as 
fingerprints, iris patterns or 
DNA profile to prove who 
they are. 

characteristic A quality or feature that 
makes a person identifiable. 

DNA The chemical at the centre of 
the cells of living things that 
carry genetic information.  

DNA 
fingerprinting 

A technique used to identify a 
person using a sample of their 
DNA.  

identical Refers to two things or 
people that are exactly the 
same. 

inherit To be born with a 
characteristic that has passed 
on from a parent. 

nature vs 
nurture debate 

The debate about whether 
aspects of behaviour are 
inherited (nature) or learned 
(nurture). 

opinion 
 

A belief or thought about 
someone or something.  

Classify  To divide them into groups or 
types so that things with 
similar characteristics are in 
the same group 

unique The only one of its kind.  

Year 6  Spring 2 I.D.  

Biometrics timeline 

1686 Professor Marcello Malphigi 
discovers that fingerprints have 
whorl, loop and arch patterns 

1858 William Herschel discovers that 
different people have different 
fingerprints 

1880 Dr Henry Faulds describes how 
fingerprints could be used to 
identify criminals 

1892 An Argentine police officer makes 
the first fingerprint identification at 
a crime scene 

1901 The UK’s Fingerprint Bureau is 
founded to hold a database of 
criminals’ fingerprints 

1903 The Bertillon system of 
identification collapses when two 
criminals are found to have the 
same measurements.  

1953 FH Adler writes that the markings of 
the iris in the eye are unique and 
could be used like fingerprints door 
identification. 

1984 Scientist Alec Jeffreys invents DNA 
fingerprinting when he discovers 
that each person has a unique 
pattern of DNA.  

1986 DNA fingerprinting is used as 
evidence in a criminal investigation 
for the first time.  

2013 Apple include fingerprint scanners 
into their mobile phones. 

2016 Iris recognition is added to some 
smartphones as a security measure.  

Inherited characteristics  

 

freckles 

 

widow’s peak 

 

earlobe attachment 

 

tongue rolling 

 
dimples 

 

cleft chin 

Finger print patterns 

In 1735, a scientist named Carl 
Linnaeus published ‘Systema 

Naturae’, which explained a way 
to classify living things. 

 


