
Kader Academy – Blue Abyss 

Medium-Term Planning  

Year 4 

The Big Question What lives below the sea and how is this being endangered? 

Enquiry Driver 

(Topic Focus) 
Science 

Enquiry Enhancer Geography 

Main Enquiry 

Theme 
Living things and their habitats 

Main Text The Miraculous Journey of Edward 

Tulane By Kate DiCamillo 

 

 

 

Main Writing 

Genre 

 Persuasion – Letters to the Prime Minister 

Key Knowledge 

and Skills 

(driver) 

Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. 

Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their local and wider environment. 

Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes 

pose dangers to living things. 

Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 

producers, predators and prey. 

Key Knowledge 

and Skills 

(enhancer) 

Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn and 

the Greenwich Meridian are on a world map 

Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics’ 

Know what is meant by biomes and what are the features of a 

specific biome 



Engage/Experts/ 

Experiences 

Begin the topic by ‘diving’ beneath the sea.  

Subsidiary 

Enquiries 

What are the names of the seas and oceans? 

What animals live in the sea?  

How can these animals be grouped?  

What is a classification key? How can I use it to help me identify a 

living thing? 

How are animals adapted to their habitats? 

What animals are in an aquatic food chain? What is a producer? What 

is a predator? What is a prey?  

What is a biome? What are the features of an aquatic biome? 

How have some environments changed? How has this affected the 

species that live there? 

Reflection of 

Learning 

Use of question stickers- completed at the beginning and end of the 

topic. 

Potential Sticky 

Knowledge 

Jacques Cousteau was a French naval officer, explorer, filmmaker, 

scientist, photographer and researcher who studied the sea and all 

forms of life in water.  

Jacques Cousteau’s television shows and films showed people what was 

in the ocean for the first time.  

Jacques Cousteau invented an underwater breathing apparatus – the 

aqua lung with engineer Emile Gagnan.  

Ocean diving dates back to 4500BC when people in coastal areas of 

Greece and China dived for food.  

Cornelis Drebbel built the first submarine 1620.  

Knowledge Mat 

 

 

Additional Links British Values Outdoor Learning Community  



Rights and 

responsibilities- 

how can our 

actions have such 

an impact on the 

oceans and seas? 

 

Continuing to support 

our local foodbank with 

food.  

Citizenship Global Neighbours Home Learning 

Global warming- 

how can we make 

a difference? 

Life below water - 

Conserve and 

sustainably use the 

oceans, seas and 

marine resources for 

sustainable 

development. 

Times Tables Rockstars  

Home reading  

Conquer maths  

Knowledge organiser 

work 

 


